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SECRETARY   OF   S  T  A  T  E'S  OF  FI  C  E. 

H  O  r>l  E   D  E  F  A  R  T  M  E  N  T. 


;(i.)  Extraft  of  a  Letter  froin  t!.e  Duke  of  Portland 
to  Major  General  WiLLiAMSON  J  dated  Whitthal.'> 
6thOdl;ober  1794. 


TOU  will  of  courfe,  as  foon  as  you  are  enabled,  tranfmit  fuch  Infor- 
mation as  is  required  by  your  InPcruftions,  efpecially  fuch  as  re- 
late to   the    Revenue,  the  Crown,  and  Church  Lands  of  every  Defcrip- 

■tion,  including  thofe  appropriated  to  Religious  Eftablifhments,  and  the 
Eftates  of  the  Perfons  taken  or  killed   in   Arms  againft   His    Majefty, 

•where  there  appear  no  lawful  Heirs,  or  fuch  only  as  are  living  in  the 
Enemy's  Country,  to  hold  the  fame.  This  latter  Circtsmftance  v;il|j 
in  the  Courfe  of  Events,  render  it  highly    expedient   that  you   fhould 

•colitft  all  fuch  Particulars  as  may  ferve  to  trace  out  and  afcertain  the 
Courfe  of  Defcent  in  regard  to  fuch  Eftates,  according  to  the 'Lav/  of  the 

■Colony;    alfo  fuch  Information  as  may  be  requifite   for   receiving    Llis 

'Majefty's  Fleafure,  on  the  Eflrablifhment  of  fuch  Civil  Offices  as  the 
prefent  Government  of  the  Colony  abfolutely  requires,  with  the  Amount 
of  die  Salaries,  and  of  the  Ftes  and  Perquifites,  where  rtrceived,  an-d  as 
far   as   the   fame  can  be  afcertained,  which,   previous  to  the  Year  1789, 

-were  received  by  fuch  Officers  refpedlively  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  it 
■will  be  neceiTary  that  you  lliould  immicdiately  tranfmit  a  Lift  of  the 
temporary  Civil  Appointments  already  made  by  \ou  to  Perf>ns  now 
holding  the  fame,  with  the  Amount  of  the  Sabries,  and  of  the  Eees  and 
.Perquifites  refpeclively  annexed  to  each  of  .them. 


'•2,)     Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
''"  Major  General  Williamson;   dated    Whitehall, 

7th  Oftober  1794- 

I  H^vE  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  fo 
much  of  your  Letter,  No.  5,  of  the  ift  of  Auguft,  with  its  Inclofures,  as 
relates  to  the  Duties  collefted  at  St.  Marc  and  L'Archaye,  for  their  Lord- 
ihips  further  Diredions  to  you  thereupon. 

You  will  obferve  from  His  Maiefty's  Inftruftions  to  you  as  Governor 
of  St.  Dominoo,  that  you  are  to  tranfmit  to  their  Lordfhips,  from  Time 
to  Time,  all  Scatters  relative  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Colony,  and  to  receive 
tl-eir  Lordfhips  Direaions  thereupon  -,  and  it  is  equally  neceffary,  until  a 
Receiver  General  is  appointed  by  their  Lordlhips,  that  Accounts  of  ah 
Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  Colony,  with  proper  ^'ouchcrs, 
fliould  through  you  be  tranfmitted  to  their  Lordfhips  by  the  Perfons 
who  have  refpeftively  received  or  expended  the  fame. 

Mr.  Rouffelet's  Account  Current  to  the  5th  July  laft  with  His  Ma- 
iefty's Government,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Difburlements,  contains  only  an 
Abftraft,  or  Heads  of  an  Account,  without  any  of  the  neceffary  Vouchers, 
which  you  will  of  courfe  dired  him  to  lay  before  you,  in  order  that  you 
mav  tranfmit  them  to  the  Lords  CommiSloners  of  the  Treaiury. 
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(3.)  Copies  of  the  14th,  17th,  and  18th  Articles  of  His 
Majefty's  Inftruftions  to  Sir  Adam  Wiliiamson, 
K.  B.  dated  at  St.  James's,  the         Oftober,  1794. 

14th.  And  whereas  it  is  ftipulated  in  the  loth  Article  of  the  annexed 
Capitulation,  "  That  the  local  Taxes  deftined  to  acquit  the  Expences  of 
Garrifons,  and  of  the  Adminiftratioh  of  the  Colony,  (hall  be  affeffed  in 
the  fame  Manner  as"  1789,  except  the  Alleviations  and  Remittances 
which  fhall  be  granted  to  the  Inhabitants,  whofe  Property  has  fuffered 
by  Fire,  till  their  Poffeflions  are  repaired  ;  and  that  an  Account  ftiall  be 
kept  by  the  Colony  of  all  the  Sums  advanced  on  the  Part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  fupplying  the  Deficiency  of  the  faid  Taxes;  which  Deficiency, 
as  well  as  all  the  Public  Expences  of  the  Colony  (except  of  thofe  of 
His  Majefty's  Naval  Forces  deftined  for  its  Proteftion)  ihall  always  be 
defrayed  by  the  faid  Colony."  You  are  to  take  efpecial  Care,  that  the 
faid  Article  be  duly  executed,  and  that  thofe  Revenues,  which  were 
paid  to  his  late  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  in  the  Year  1789,  excepting 
only  the  Alleviations  and  Remittances  mentioned  in  the  faid  Article, 
be  levied  and  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Receiver  General,  who  fhall 
.be  appointed  by  Our  High  Treafurer,  or  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Treafury,  for  that  Purpofe;  and  you  are  to  obey  fuch  further  Di- 
redions  refpeiSing  the  faid  Revenues,  and  the  Application  thereof,  as 
you  fhall  from  Tmie  to  Time  receive  -from  the  Lords  Com.miffioners 
•  of  Our  Treafury. 

17th.  And  it  is  Our  Will  and  Pleafurc,  that  you  fliould  m^ake  Enquiry 
into  the  Eftates  and  Revenues  belonging  to  fuch  religious  Houfes  or 
Convents  as  have  been  fupprelTed,  or  which  fnall  be  found  to  belong  to 
sny  religious  Order  or  Society,  not  refiding  in  the  faid  Colony ;  and 
you  are  to  report  the  fame  to  Us  through  One  of  Our  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State;  and  you  are  in  the  mean  Time  to  take  Care  that  the 
faid  Eftatcs  fliail  be  duly  and  properly  managed,  and  that  the  Amount 
of  the  Revenues  arifing  from  them,  after  paying  out  of  them  a  fuitable 
and  fufficient  alimentary  Penfion  to  each  of  the  Perfons  who  belonged 
to  thefe  religious  Eftablifhments,  and  remain  in  the  faid  Colony,  fuffi- 
.cient   for  their   com.fortible    Maintenance;    and    all   Sums    heretofore 

(B)  charged 
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charged  on  thefe  Revenues,  for  public  or  charitable  Purpcfes,  before  the 
prefent,  paid  to  the  Receiver  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lords  Commiffio'..^-s 
of  Our  Treafury,  and  to  be  ultimately  applied  for  the  Public  Service  of 
the  faid  Colony,  in  fuch  Manner  as  We  fhail  be  pleafedto  direft,  through 
the  Lords  CoHnmilTioners  of  Our  Treafury. 

1 8th.  And  v,hereas  by  an  Aft,  paffed  during  the  laft  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament, intituled  "  An  AcT:  for  prevencing  Money  or  Effects,  in  the 
"  Hands  of  His  Majefty's  Subjects,  belonging  to  or  difpofcable  by 
"  Perfons  rehdent  in  France,  being  appMed  to  the  Ufa  of  the  Perfcns 
'*'  exercifing  the  Powers  of  Government  in  France,  and  for  preferving 
"  the  Property  thereof  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Individual  Owners 
*'  thereof,"  no  Money  arifing  from  the  tftates  of  Abfentees  in  the  faid 
Colony  can  be  tranfmitted  to  fuch  of  them  as  are  now  refiding  under 
the  Government  of  thofe  who  exercife  the  Powers  of  Government  in 
France,  you  are  to  make  the  faid  Act  public  within  the  faid  Colony, 
and  to  take  efpecial  Care  to  enforce  the  fame ;  and  you  are  to  confuk 
with  the  faid  Commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  die  Third 
Article  of  thefe  Inftruftions,  in  what  Manner  this  Species  of  Property 
can  be  fecured,  and  in  whofe  Hands  it  can  be  fafely  depofited,  for  the 
Benefit  of  thofe  to  whom  it  miay  eventually  belong,  till  We  ihall  think 
fit  to  give  further  Orders  on  this  Subjeft,  according  to  Principles  of 
Juflice  and  Equity,  and  you  are  to  report  to  Us,  by  One  of  Our  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  your's  and  their  Opinion  thereon. 
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(4.)  Extraa  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
Sir  Adam  Williamson,  K.  B.  dated  Whitehall 
the  loth  of  December  1794- 

It  is  highly  expedient  that  competent  and  even  liberal  Salaries  Ihould  be 
appointed  for  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior  and  other  Courts ;  but  pre- 
vious to  your  determining  the  Amount  of  their  Appointmenrs,  and  the 
Mode  of  raifing  them,  it  will  be  advifeable  that  you  fhould  inform  yourfelf 
of  the  Rules  which  were  obferved  in  both  Cafes,  previous  to  the  French 
Revolution,  in  Odlober  1789,  and  tranfmit  to  me  the  Rcfult  of  your  En- 
quiries by  the  Firft  Opportunity.  In  the  mean  Time,  however,  until 
you  can  hear  from  me  upon  the  Subjeft,  you  will  not  fufFer  the  Perfons 
who  may  provifionally  occupy  the  judicial  Stations  within  the  IQand 
to  be  diftrefled  for  Want  of  Salaries,  but  you  will  advance  them  by 
Quarterly,  or  even  lefs  diftant  Payments,  as  the  Exigency  may  appear 
to  you  to  require  ;  obferving,  until  His  Majefty's  farther  Pleafure  fiiall 
be  fignified  to  you  upon  this  Head,  not  to  exceed,  in  proportion,  the 
Sahrtes  which  were  ufed  to  be  received  by  the  former  Magiftrates  of  the 
fame  Rank ;  and  you  will  for  the  prefent  ufe  your  own  Difcretion  in 
the  Choice  of  fuchPartof  the  Public  Revenue  of  the  Colony  as  you 
will  provifionally  apply  to  this  Service,  giving  immediate  Notice  thereof 
as  well  to  this  Office  as  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  His  Majefty's 
Treafury. 
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(5.)  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  William  Huskisson,  Efq. 
to  Charles  Long,  Efq.  i  dated  Horfe  Guards, 
loth  of  April,   1795. 


HORSE  GUARDS,  loth  APRIL,  1795. 
SIR, 

JL  HAVE  received  your  Letter  of  the  iSth  Ult.  tranfmitting,  by  Command 
of  the  Lords  Corrminion-rs  of  the  Treafury,  for  Mr.  Secretary  Dun- 
das's  Opiniorij  a  Letter  from  Goverr.or  Williamfonj  dated  Jamaica,  the 
17th  of  January  laft,  advifing  of  his  having  drawn  upon  their  Lordfhips, 
-Bills  for  the  feveral  Sums  of  £.  10,000,  £.  25,000,  £.  30,000,  £.  35,000, 
and  £.  42,3-24.  19.  8,  to  defray  the  Expences  of  the  Public  Service  in 
.the  iflands  of  Jamaica  and  St.  Dom.ingo,  from  the  ift  of'Oclober  to  the 
31ft  of  Deccm.ber  1794,  and  inclofing  his  Account  Current  with  George 
A-tkinfon,  Efq.  the  Agent  General,  with  various  Receipts  and  Vouchers 
in  fupport  thereof;  and  alfo  inclofing  an  Extraft  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  Council  of  Jamaica,  Itating,  that  they  had  examined  and  compared 
the  Account  and  Vouchers  before- mentioned,  and  that  the  Charges  and 
Vouchers  did  properly  correfpond. 

Havins;  kid  thefe  Papers  before  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  he  has 
direcled  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Letters  which  have  at  different  Periods 
■been  written,  by  his  Direftion,  on  the  Subjed  of  Bills  drawn  by  Governor 
Williamfon,  fuggefting  the  Expediency  of  fubmitting  die  Charges  for 
which  they  were  drawn  to  the  Infpeclion  of  fuch  Dcpartmients  refpec- 
tivelv,  as  might  be  m.ofr  competent  to  form  an  Opinioa  upon  them ; 
and  i  am  now  to  (lace  to  you,  for  their  LordlKips  Li formation  v/ith 
reo-ard  to  the  Accounts  at  prefcnt  under  Conhderation,  that  Mr.  Dundas 
feels  himfdf  incompetent  to  decide  upon  Charges  incurred  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  Services  Vo  various  in  their  Naaire,  and  which,  from  their 
-Magnitude,  he  conceives  to  require  the  moft  regular  and  minute  Invef- 
tisation  of  the  different  Departments  to  which  they  relate.  The  fol- 
lowing Obfervations,  howe\  jv,  occurred  to  him  on  examining  Mr.  Atkin- 
ion's  Account,  and  the  Papers  accompanying  it. 

The  Vo\-:hers  produced  for  the  Charges  of  hiring  VeiTels  for  the 
Conveyance  of  Troops  and  Stores,  and  odv-r  fim.ilar  Services,  for  which 
.an  Expenc"  :o  a  confiderable  Amount  appears  to  have  been  incurred, 
.though  they  contain  the  Pv.cceipts  of  the  Deputy  Quarter  Mafter  General, 
do  no-  appear  fuificiently  explanatory,  nor  do  they  contain  the  Informa- 
.tion  nccefl'ary  for  forming  a  Judgment,  how  far  the  Agreements  entered 


into 
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Jnto  for  the  Execution  of  the  different  Services,,, may  or  may  not  have 
been  concluded  with  a  due  Attention  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Public. 

In  particular  Account,  No.  4.  a  Bill  is  charged,  drawn  by  Colonel 
-Grant,  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Bogle,  dated  the  20th  of  Oftober  1794,  and 
amounting  to  ^.7,665.  ^7.  11.  of  which  no'lMention  is  made  by  Mr, 
Bogle  in  his  Account  Current  for  that  Period.  But  Mr.  Dundas  parti- 
cularly noticed  the  Charges  ftated  under  the  Head  of  Commiffion  upon 
Money  advanced,  wherein  it  appears  that  a  Rate  of  Commiffion  of  5  per 
Cent,  is  charged  by  Mr.  Bogle,  in  St.  Domingo,  upon  the  Amount  of  the 
Bills  drawn  in  his  Favour  by  Brigadier  General  Hornick,  which  Bills, 
upon  paffing  through  the  Hands  of  the  Agent  Genera!  at  Jamaica,  are' 
fubjeft  to  a  Second  Rate  of  Commiffion  alfo  of  5  per  Cent.  And  as  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  different  Diftrids  in  the  IQand  of  St. 
Domingo  appear  feparately  to  draw,  for  carrying  on  the  Service  in  fuch 
Diftnfts,  Bills  upon  Jamaica  in  Favour  of  their  refpedive  Agents,  hy 
whom  poffibly  a  Commiffion  may  alfo  be  charged,  I  am  to  defire  that 
you  will  bring  this  Circumftance  under  their  Lordfhips  View,  as  appear- 
ing to  merit  their  particular  Confideration. 

The  very  great  Amount  of  the  Public  Expenditure  on  Account  of  Pvliiitary 
Services  in  the  IHand  of  St.  Domingo,  under  cheprefent  Circumftances, 
and  the  Impoffibiiity  of  forming  a  correft  Judgment  here,  with  refped  to 
the  Accounts,  as  at  prefent  tranfmitted  from  thence,  have  fuggeffed  to  Mr. 
Dundas  the  Propriety  of  recommending  to  their  Lordihips  to  t'ake  into  their 
earlieft  Confideration  the  abfolute  Neceffiity-which  appears  to  him  to  exifr, 
of  their  adopting  fuch  Meafures,  and  making  fuch  Appointments,  as  may 
be  neceffary  for  eftabliffiing  a  Syftem  of  Regulation  and  Control  with 
refpeft  to  the  Expenditure  in  Queliion,  fimilar  to  that  which  exifts  in 
the  other  Branches  of  Public  Expenditure  now  incurring  on  Account 
of  MiHtary  Services  in  different  Quarters  of  the  World  j  at  lead  in  all 
Cafes  where  they  are  of  fucli  an  Extent  and  of  fo  much  Importance  as  that 
in  Queftion,  in  order  that  the  Sums  for  which  Bills  may  be  drawn  upon 
their  Lordffiips,  for  carrying  on  the  Public  Service  in  the  Iflands  of 
Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo,  may  be  accounted  for  in  fuch  Manner  as  they 
may  think  proper  to  require. 


I  am,  &Co 


W.  Hui. 


Charles  Long,  Efq.  &c.  &c. 


C) 
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(6.)  Ezitrzct  of  a  L.e"er  ficm  William  Kuskisso-jj., 
Efq-oire,  to  George  PvCsIj  Efquirc,  daced  Hone 
Guards,  17th  July  1795. 

_£  HAVE  received  and  kid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  your  Letter 
to  me  of  the  Sth  Inftantj  transmitting,  by  Command  of  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treafuiy,  for  Mr.  Dundas's  Opinion,  Tv/o 
Letters  from  Major  General  Sir  Adam  Wiiliamfon,  dated  Jaiiaica, 
28th  of  March  and  27th  of  April  h&,  advifing  of  his  having  drawn 
upon  their  Lordlliips  Bills  for  the  Sum.s  of  £.  87,500.  9.  and 
£.  131,4.46.  3.  f-^r  carrying  on  His  Majefty's  Service  there  and  in  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Dcmingo,  and  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Dundas  to  refer 
you  to  the  Letters  which  have  at  difrerenc  Times  been  written  by  his 
Direction  on  the  Subject  of  Bills  drawn  by  Sir  Adam  Wiiliamfon  for 
the  fame  Serx  ice,  but  more  particularly  to  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Long,  of 
the  loeh  of  April  laft,  fhating,  that  Mr.  Dundas  felt  himfelf  incom- 
petent to  decide  upon  Charges  incurred  in  the  Execution  of  Services 
fo  various  in  their  Nature,  and  which  he  conceived  to  require  the  m.ofi: 
regular  and  minute  Inveftigation  of  the  different  Departments  to  which 
.the  7  relate. 


iap» 


[  II  ] 


nn 


:(7.)  Extraa  of  a  Letter  fronn  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  to 
Major  General  Gordon  Forbes;  dated  Horfe 
Guards,    aQth  of  S.rptember,  1795. 


-t  KE  Condicions  offered  in  Sir  Adam  Williamfon's  Proclamations, 
for  the  Formation  of  Black  Corps,  are  very  different  from  thofe  on 
v^^hich  it  was  here  expeded  the  Levy  might  be  made,  and  though  ac 
this  Difcance  I  am  not  competent  to  determine  whether  any  Terms 
more  flivourable  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  Public,  I  cannot  but 
confefs  that  it  was  not  expefted  that  no  Attempt  would  be  made  for 
procuring  the  Men  without  incurring  the  very  great  Expence  at  which 
they  will  be  raifed  under  this  Plan. 

No  Attem.pt,  however,  muPc  be  made  to  alter  thefe  Terms,  with 
refpecl  to  the  Corps  authorized  by  General  Williamfon  ;  but  it  will  be 
for  your  Confideration,  in  cafe  of  any  further  Levies,  whether  they 
cannot  be  made  on  Conditions  lefs  expenfive,  and  more  conformable 
to  my  original  Inftruaions ;  and  I  muft  requeil  of  you  to  take  the 
earlieft  Opportunity  of  acquainting  me  with  your  Sentim.ents  on  thefe 
Points. 
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(8.)  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  xhc 
Lcrds  ComiTiiffioners  of  Lh"  Treafurys  dated  White- 
hail,  ycli  Oftober  1795. 

■  '  -aVHITEHALL,  7:h  OCTOBER  17;;- 

My  Lords, 

iVla.  WiGC-LESwoRTH  being  on  his  Departure  for  St.  Domingo,  in  His 
Majefty's  Service,  I-  am  to  recommend  it  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  he  may 
be  furnifhed  with  Copies  of  my  Letter  to  your  Lordlhips,  and  of  Mr. 
Kin&'s  Letters  to  Mr.  Rofe  and  to  Mr.  Long,  and  of  the  feveral  Papers 
tranfmitted  therewith,  relative  to  the  Revenues  of  fuch  Parts  of  the 
Ifiand  of  St.  Domingo,  as  are  in  His  Majefty's  Poffefiion ;  and  that  he 
be  inftruded,  after  attentively  coofidering  the  Contents  thereof,  and  upon 
a  Communication  with  the  Perfon  holding  the  Government  of  the  Co- 
lony for  the  Tim.e  being,  to  make  the  ftricleft  poPiible  Enquiries,  both 
into  the  Receipts  and  Difburfements  which  have  taken  Place  with  refpecl 
to  thofe  Revenues,  and  into  the  Mode  in  which  the  famie  have  been 
managed;  and  to  make  fuch  Report  thereupon  to  your  Lordfnips,  and 
to  me,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  fhall  be  found  to  require. 

I  am  further  to  recommend  it  to  your  Lordfnips,  to  direct  Mr.  Wig- 
glefworth's  Attention  in  particular  to  the  14th  Article  of  His  Majefty's 
Inftrudions,  which  relates  to  the  Receipt  of  fuch  Revenues  as  were  co^-  • 
lecled  under  the  French  Government,  previous  to  the  Year  1789— as  well 
as  to  the  Application  of  thofe  Revenues. 

To  the  17th  Article,  which  provides  for  the  Receipt  and  Difpofal  of 
the  Revenues  arifmg  from  the  religious  Eftates  therein  mentioned. 

To  the  1 8th  Article,  which  provides  for  the  prefent  Security  of  the 
Monies  arifing  from  the  Eftates  of  fuch  Abfentees,  as  being  refident  in 
Parts  under  the  Dominion  of  Perfons  now  exercifing  the  French  Govern- 
ment, cannot,  by  Law,  be  paid  to  them. 

And  to  the  Inclofures  contained  in  Mr.  King's  Letter  to  Mr.  Rofe, 
of  the  8th  of  October  1794,  by  which  Mr.  Wigglefworth  will  obferve, 
that  until  a  Receiver  General  fhall  be  appointed  by  your  Lordlhips  in  St. 
Domingo,  conformably  to  His  Majefty's  Inftruftions,  the  Governor  is 
inftrufted,  that  A-Ccounts  of  all  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the 
Colony,  with  proper  Vouchers,  ftiould,  through  him,  be  tranfmitted  to 
your  Lordftiips  by  the  Perfons  who  have  rcfpedlively  received,  or  ex- 
pended the  fame. 

I  am,  &c. 

.Lords  Commiflloners 
of  the  Treafury. 
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(p.)  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  William  Huskisson,  Efq. 
to  Charles  Long,  Efq;  dated  Horfe  Guards,  lath 
May  1796. 

l^AviNG  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  your  Letter  to  me  of  the 
4th  Inftant,  tranfmitting  for  his  Opinion  Letters  from  Sir  Adam  Wil- 
liamfooj  advifing  of  his  having  drawn  upon  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Treafury  for  the  following  Sums,  viz.  £'3^>n9'  M-  3-  £-  lOOjOOO. 
£.  149,543.  3.  8.  £.  150,708.  14.  6.  £.  172,284.  8,  and^26o,ooo,  for 
carrying  on  His  Majefty's  Service  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  from 
the  ift  of  January  1795  to  the  29th  of  Feb.'-uary  1796,  I  am  direfted 
by  Mr.  Dundas  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  Information  of  their  Lord  (hips, 
that,  with  Reference  to  his  former  Letters  on  the  Subjcd  of  Sir  Adan\ 
Wiiliamfon's  Bills,  he  is  of  Opinion  that  they  fhould  be  paid  upon  Ac- 
count. At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Dundas  has  obferved,  with  much  Regret 
and  Surprize,  that  fo  immenfe  a  Sum  fliould  be  called  for  on  Account  of 
Services  performed  in  St.  Domingo  during  a  Period  in  which  a  very 
large  Amount  has  already  been  difcharged  ;  but  as  Sir  Adam  Williamfon 
is  now  in  England,  Mr.  Dundas  is  of  Opinion  ic  would  be  right  that  a 
complete  Explanation  flaould  be  immediately  had  with  him  upon  the 
Subjeft,  and  that  a  minute  Inveftigation  fhould  inftantly  be  entered  upon 
by  the  refpeftive  Departments  connected  with  the  Services  for  Vc'hich 
Sir  Adam's  Bills  have  been  drawn. 


(O) 
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(10.)  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  Major  General  Forbes,  dated  Whicehall  .d 
Auguil  1796.  ^ 

ALTHOUGH  therefore,  I  am  not  apprized  of  the  Plan  propofed  bv  Monf 
de  Cotte  and  Monf  le  Pointforthis  Pt,rpore,  yet  theprofeffional'iCn  " 
Wge  and  Ab,hty  of  the  former,  and  the  very  zealous  and  able  Exertfo"  s  oT 

me^Id  w  r""'^'Pr"''^"'^  "^'''^y''  I"««fl^-  would  °cLe 
me  ,0  doubt  the,rproponng,i„this  Behalf,  any  Thino  liable  t^r! 
Objea,ons,  and  nothing  lefs  ftould  have  defeat  d  a  PrSefl  for  1  ffi  il'f 
the  enormous  Charges  to  which  this  Country  has  hiti.elto  btntbi el 
on  account  of  St.  Domtngo,     The  abfolute  Neceffity  of  reducing  tft 

Le:dr„s"tt:th"n  "'''""'°'""*'"'*'8«=>'™'°"4°  -mot 

i-xertions  that  the  Department  m  which  they  are  incurred  fliaH  h^  r.,w  S. 
to  the  moft  ngorous  and  economical  Control  and  InfeSlot  ytu  :^Uf 
co.rferece.ve  from  Mr  Secretary  Dundas  fuch  Inftr-uftions   IZ.fbl 
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(II,)  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dokdas  to 
Major  General  Gordon  Foesesj  dated  Parhanent 
Street,  the  i8th  of  Auguft  1796. 

It  being  of  the  t,tmo(l  Importance  that  the  very  heavy  Expences  in- 
curred ,„  the  Tranfport  Service  flrould  be  as  much  redu  ed  as  the  N  . 
ture  of  the  Servce  w,ll  ad,„i,  of,  it  has  been  determined  to  allot  to  each 

lAmZTof  tr-"'  rfr'  ''=™°^^'  °'  "-^  droops  r;„.>« 

the  Ainitance  of  Shipping,  fuch  a  Proportion  only  as  may  be  'bfolut-lv 
neceffary  for  that  Purpofe.-With  this  View,  yJo  Tons  of  TramW  s 
w,H  be  appropnated  to  the  Ser.ice  of  the  A  ,w  und  r  vLr  CoZw 
a  Quantity  „h,ch    from  every  Information  I  have  been  abfc  to  pr«u"  ' 
will  be  amply  fuffieient  for  its  Ufe ;   and  I  am  to  defire  ,hl°  ,.' 

take  partienlar  Care  that  no  Direaior.r  are  given         PfcnJX' 

hfordTs^1:e?bvT?^'"'-f '^''  '™^  ''"^"y  ^'y  '"-'"'-* 
the  Orders  g.ven  by  the  Comm.ffioners  of  Tranfports  for  csrrviae  this 

Arrangement  ,nto  Effeft,  a  Copy  of  which  I  herewith  indof;^! 
a  o  neceffary  that  you  ihoold  be  particularly  careful  that  all  T  anfpo « 
^e  fnln  d  H  °°  r  Sa,nt  Domingo  with  Freight,  or  with  Troops,  (kZd 
Exnel  f  n  "'  "  ^°'"'"'''  "''"J--  ''y  "'■i^h  Means  a  ve  y  he, vv 
EKpence  of  Demurrage,  as  well  as,  in  manv  Inftances,  Payment  of  the 
Penalty  tncurred  by  a  Breach  of  the  Charte;  Party,  w.U   be  faved  Z  tht 

It  kfcarcely  neceffary  for  me  to  add,  that  in  every  other  Particular 

of  ^t  DT 1^""™,^  X"^  ""'"'""y-  ^^'l  ^'  ""f"'  *-c  the  Obj.a 
of  thts  D.fpatcn  ,s  on  all  Occafions  duly    attended  to.  ' 


m 
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(12)  Extraft  of  a  Joint  Letter  from  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Portland  and  TVlr.  Secretary  Dundas;  to 
Major  General  Simcoe;  dated  Parliament  Street, 

the  scch  of  November  1796. 

\V^  fhall  nov;  proceed  to  call  your  Attention  more  particularly  to 
that  Point  which  we  have  already  referred  to,  as  forming  a  leading 
Object  of  your  Infrruftions,  and  to  which  your  Exertions  ?re  to  be 
molt  immediately  direfted,  nam.ely,  the  reftraining  within  fixed  Limiits 
the  pecuniary  Succours  to  be  afforded  by  this  Country,  and  the 
enfuring  the  f^j.thfu!  Collection  of  the  Revenues,  and  the  due  Appli- 
cation of  all  the  Llefourcts  of  the  Ifland,  in  Aid  of  the  public  Service. 

On  this  Head,  however,  as  en  ail  the  others  which  we  have  touched 

unon,  the  Details  muft  be  left  to  be  rrgulated  by  your  Difcretion 
on  the  Spot ;  and  we  can  only  point  out  to  you,  the  general  Objects 
and  Principles  which  you  are  to  keep  in  View. 

You  will   obferve,  that  the  firft  Point  we  have  mentioned,  and  the 
one   mod   ciTcntia;,  is,  to  reftrain   at  ail  Evenrs  the  pecuniary  Charge 
to  be  brou.;ht  on  this  Countn/. — You   muft  alfo  underftand,  that  not 
only  the  Lim.it  to  be  now   fixed  is  in  no  Cafe  whatever  to  be  exceeded, 
I  but  that,  even  within  that  Limit,  pecuniary  Succour  is  from  Tim.e  to 

I  Time  to  be  afforded  only  in  Proportion  as  it  fhall  be  fhewn  that  the 

I  Service  rendered  is  adequate  to  the  Expence,  and  cannot  be  performed 

without  it,  and  that  the  Pvcfburces  of  ihe  Ifland  cannot  of  them.felves  be 
rendered  fufficient  to  defray  it.— This  -Point  therefore,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  Safety  of  the  Ifiand,  is  necefTarily  connected  with 
efreftual  Provifions 'for  employing  to  the  bed  Advantage  the  Re- 
fources  which  the  Ifland  itfelf  furnifhes,  and  placing  all  the  Eftablifh- 
ments.  Civil  and  Military,  on  the  molt  regular  and  ceconomacai 
Footing  which  the  Natuie  of  the  Cafe  will  admit.— It  will  therefore 
be  incumbent  on  you  to  obtain  the  moft  exact  Informiation  in  your 
Power  of  the  Public  Revenue,  which  can  be  realized  in  the  prefcnt 
State  of  the  laand  ;  of  the  Extent,  Produce,  and  Value  of  the  Eftates 
v/hich  belong  to  the  Crown,  and  of  the  Regulations  under  which  they 
are  adminiftered  ;  of  any  ordinary  Contributions  or  Taxes  which  have, 
according  to  Ufage,  been  heretofore  levied  in  the  Colony,  and  alfo  of 
fuch  txtracrdinaiy  Refources  as,  with  a  View  to  the  prefent  Exigency, 
mav,  without  too  fevere  a  PrefTure,  be  brought  in  Aid  of  the  Public 
Service  in  different  Diftricls,  from  further  Contributions,  either  in 
Money  or  in  Provifion  and  other  Produce,  or  in  the  perfonal  Service 
of  the  Negroes.     You  will  alfo  endeavour  to  afcertain,  on  confulting 

with 


t     ^7     ] 

with    Perfons  of  the   grcateft  Weight  and    local    Knowledge,    what 
•Civil   Eftablifhments  are  neceffary  in  the  prcfcnt  State  of  the  Ifland, 
for  the  Purpoie  of   Police,    the  CoUedlion   of  the   Revenue,  and  the 
Adminiftration    of  Juftice,    endeavouring  of  Courfe    to   reduce  ^the 
Exp-nce   of  each    within     the    narrov^eft    Limits.      Ycu     muft    alfo 
examine  what    is   the   greateft  Extent  of  Colonial   Coips,  compofed 
cither  of  White   Inhabitans  or  of  People  of  Colour,  or  of  Negroes, 
which  can  be   formed  and  maintained  in  the  different  Diftrids,  and 
'what  is  the  Icaft  expenfive   Footing,   in  Point  of  Pay  and  Subfiftence, 
and  of  the  Proportion  of  OfEccrs  and  Men^  on  which  they  can  be  placed, 
confifttntly  with  the  Public  Service. — And  you  v/ill  fu&cr  no  Devia- 
tion, vvirhout  your  previous  Authority,  from  the  Rates  and  Proportions 
•which  -you  have  once  fixed  to  be  admitted  as  a  Jufhification  of  any  Ex- 
penditure, or  as  a  fuflicient  Ground  for  the  Application  of  any  Part  of 
the  Funds  under  your  Controul. — You  will  endeavour,  as  far  as  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Cafe  will  poffibly  admit,  to  extend  this  Principle  to  the  Ar- 
ticles of  extraordinary  and  contingent  Expences  attendant  on   Opera- 
tions, and  particularly  to  chofe  of  the  Hofpitals,  which  liave  been  ftated 
to  be  a  Source  of  much  Abufe,   and  which,  although  they   cannot  be 
brought  widiin  pofitive  Limits,  are  capable  of  Checks  and  Regulations, 
^which   may  eftablilh   fome  Proportion  between   the  Charge    incurred 
and  the  Relief  afforded,  and  inftead  of  narrov/ing  the  latter,  may  render 
it  more  effeftual. — It  will  alfo  be  material  to  learn  how  far  the  Amount 
of  Succours  meant  to  be  furnillied  at  the  Expence  of  this  Country  can 
be  fupplied  in  Articles  either  of  Manufafture  or  Produce,  for  the  Pur- 
pofes  of  Clothing,  Pmvifions,  or  any  other  :    Whatever  Part  of  the  li- 
mited  Amount   can  be  fo  furnifhed  will  be  more  fccure  from  poffible 
A-bufe,  and   will  be  furnifhed  in  a.Mode  on  every  Account  preferable  ; 
■and  it  muft  be  dcdufted  from  the  Sums  of  Money  to   be  periodically 
fLirnilhed,  except  as  far  as  it  niay  confifb  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  to 
-the   Extent  which  we  &ail  ftate  hereafter.     It  may  alfo  poffibly  be  an 
advantageous  Way  of  employii'.g  the  Rcfources  of  the  Country,  and  re- 
lieve the  Difficulty  of  finding  Specie,  to  endeavour  to  exchange  in  Kind 
Articles  of  Produce,  either  ariGng  from  Land  held  by  ih-  Governmenrj 
or  from  private  Contributions-,  in   Exchange  for   fuch  Articles  of  Pro- 
vifions   as  it  may    be  neceff::ry  to-  obtain   fl-om  the  United  States   of 
America. 

Thefe  Confiderations,  and  the  Refuic  of  your  further  Enquiries  on  all 
the  Points  which  may  occur  to  you,  muft  guide  you  in  regulating  iln 
Tropordon,  and  conducling  tht  Mode  of  the  Expenditures. — You  v.ili 
rbe  equally  careful  to  eftabliOi  the  mod  effcfiua!  Regulations  for  au- 
■diting  and  txamining,  at  ftated  Periods,  the  Accounts  both  of  the  Ex- 
penditure and  Receipt;  for  eftabfilhing  as  much  Regularity  and  Accu- 
^acj  as  poflible  in  the  Vouchers  to  be  admitted  ;  for  afcertaining  bot!i 
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-^K.  Reality  and  NeceSty  ofevery  Charge,  and  the  Performance  of  fe 
Service  for  which  it  is  incurred,  and,  in  particular  for  muftering  at  pro- 
v-r  Intervals  all  the  Corps  for  ^^^hom  Pay  or  Allowance  are  iffued^  and 
t-  afce-t-.n  their  Fitnefs  for  Service,  and  their  due  Compliance  with  the 
.Cc--nicns  which  vou  may  have  cftablifhed.  You  will  take  the  earh.eft 
Opportunity  of  tranfmitring  to  us  theRefuk  of  your  E^.q^';'"'^^  o"  ^^  '^'^' 
Points,  and  the  eeneral  Regulations  which  you  may  eftabhfh  m  con- 
fmuence;  and  you  will  alfo  furnifh  us  regularly,  from  Time  to  Time, 
with  an  Abftraa  of  vour  Proceedings,  and  Accounts  of  the  whole 
Receipt  and  Expenditure  under  diftinft  Heads,  with  fuch  Obfrrvations 
.as  you  may  think  neceffary  for  His  Majefty's  Information. 

It  onlv  now  remains  to  ftare  to  you,  as  nearly  as  Circumflances  will 
admit,  the  Amount  of  the  Succours  to  which  we  have  reterred,  and  at 
other  Aids  which  m.ay  be  afforded  from  this  Country  for  t..e  tro- 
:te6tion  of  thelfland. 

Under  the  Firft  Head,  we  have  to  inform  you,  that  a  Credit  o( 
f  ,c-  oco  will  be  opened  in  Favour  of  the  Colony,  on  which  you  wiU 
te  at  Liberty  to  draw  for  the  Sum  of  l.o.sr^oo  per  Month,  ana  to 
receive  the  firft  Three  Months,  if  abfolutely  neceffary,  m  Advance, 
vnder  the  Conditions  and  Regulations,  and  fubjed  eventually  to^  the 
Deduaions  which  we  have  already  explained.  You  will  under.taad 
that  the  Pav,  Subfiftence,  and  every  other  Expence  which  may  oe 
incurred  for'the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  the  Foreign  European 
T^roons  now  in  Saint  Domingo,  or  of  thofe  which  may  hereafter  be 
fent  [hither,  is  to  be  charged  upon  the  above-m.entioned  Sum  o( 
/  -joc  coo  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  Uneafineis  which  might 
otberwife  arife  in  the  Minds  of  the  Officers  and  Men  ot  the  faid  Foreign 
Corps,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that  the  Advantages  to  ^'h^ch  they  are 
entitled,  under  their  refpeftive  Capitularions,  might  be  loft  iight  of 
or  withheld,  in  confequence  of  this  new  Arrangement,  you  will 
inform  them  that;  you  are  fpecifically  inftrucTied  to  ma^e  Prov^ion 
for  fulfilling-  their'Capitulations,  and  you  will  accordingly  take  Care 
to  accompliili  your  Engagements  to  them,  either  in  a  direa:  M^anner, 
or  by  living  Means  and  Authority,  to  this  EfFed,  to  fuch  of  tne  French 
Ac^entt  and  Officers  appointed  by  you,  as  you  may  thinlc  proper  to 
lefec^  for  this  Service.  Perhaps  the  laft  Method  would  be  moft  ad- 
vifeable,  as  it  v;ould  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  neceffary  Conneftion,  and 
to  imtJrove  the  ^ood  Underftanding  which  ought  to  fubfift  between 
the  faid  Corps  and  the  Perfons  under  whofe  Management  and  Cqixk 
mand  tehv  are  to  be  placed. 


